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The number of prisoners under the 
jurisdiction of Federal or State cor-
rectional authorities at yearend 1993
reached a record high of 948,881.  
The States and the District of Colum-
bia added 55,898 prisoners; the Fed-
eral system, 9,327.  The increase for
1993 brings total growth in the prison
population since 1980 to 619,060, an
increase of about 188% in the 13-year
period (table 1).

The 1993 growth rate of 7.4% was
slightly greater than the percentage 
increase recorded during 1992 (7.0%),
and the number of new prisoners
added during 1993 was 7,188 more
than the number added during the 
preceding year (58,037).  The 1993 
increase translates into a nationwide
need to confine an additional 1,254 
inmates each week, compared to
the nearly 1,116 additional inmates per
week in 1992.

Prisoners with sentences of more than
1 year (referred to as "sentenced pris-
oners") accounted for 96% of the total
prison population at the end of 1993,
growing by 7.5% during the year (table
2).  The remaining prisoners had sen-
tences of a year or less or were unsen-
tenced (for example, those awaiting
trial in States with combined prison-jail
systems).

The number of sentenced Federal 
prisoners increased more than that 
of sentenced State prisoners during
1993 (13.2% versus 7.0%).  The rate
of increase slowed somewhat from 
the year before.  In 1992 the Federal 
system had increased 15.9%, and 
the State population had grown 6.6%.

Prison populations decreased in eight
States and the District of Columbia  
through the end of 1993.  This 
decrease amounted to a combined 
total of 716 inmates.
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The number of inmates under the 
jurisdiction of State or Federal prison
authorities at the end of 1993 was
7% higher than the count a year ear-
lier.  Since 1980, the number of pris-
oners nationwide has grown by
619,060  an average of 47,600 
per year or more than 900 additional 
inmates per week.  The 1993 growth
rate translates into an average of
more than 1,254 additional inmates
each week.

Over the last 10 years, 22 juris-
ditions have reported prisoner 
increases of 100% or more.  During
1993, five States, the District of 
Columbia, and the Federal prison 
system experienced increases of
10% or more.  Bureau of Justice
Statistics (BJS) data on prisoners in-
dicate that returned conditional 
release violators, drug offenders,
and an increased probability of 
incarceration given arrest constitute
the largest elements in these popu-
lation increases.

BJS appreciates the assistance of
employees of departments of correc-
tions nationwide who make these
data available.  This report marks
the 67th anniversary of this Federal-
State partnership.

Lawrence A. Greenfeld
Acting Director             

U.S. Department of Justice
Office of Justice Programs
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Table 1.  Changes in the State and 
Federal prison populations, 1980-93

Year

 
Number   
of inmates

 
Annual   
percent    
change

Total 
percent
change
since
1980

1980  329,821
      

 --      
 

-- 
1981 369,930   12.2 %    12.2% 
1982 413,806   11.9   25.5 
1983 436,855 5.6    32.5 
1984 462,002 5.8     40.1 

1985 502,507 8.8   52.4 
1986 544,972 8.5   65.2 
1987 585,084 7.4     77.4 
1988 627,600 7.3     90.3 
1989 712,364 13.5   116.0 

1990 773,919 8.6   134.6 
1991 825,619     6.7   150.3 
1992 883,656 7.0   167.9 
1993 948,881 7.4   187.7 

Note:  All counts are for December 31 of each
year and may reflect revisions of previously
reported numbers.
--Not applicable.
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Six of the eight States had decreases
of at least 1%:  Kansas, Nebraska,
Maine, Montana, Vermont, and Wis-

consin.  During 1993 five States and
the Federal system reported increases
of at least 10%.  Connecticut experi-

enced the greatest increase (20.1%),
followed by Texas (16.2%), Minnesota
(15.5%), Mississippi (15.2%), the Fed-
eral system (11.6%), and Oklahoma
(10.7%).

During 1993 the Nation's prison popu-
lation increased by 65,225 prisoners.
Increases in prison populations in Cali-
fornia (10,455), Texas (9,925), the
Federal system (9,327), and Florida
(4,746) accounted for over half of the
total increase (52.8%).  These jurisdic-
tions incarcerate just over a third of the
Nation's prison population.

Rates of incarceration increase  

On December 31, 1993, the number 
of sentenced prisoners per 100,000
U.S. residents was 351, a new record.
Of the 17 States with rates equal to or
greater than the rate for the Nation, 11
were located in the South, 3 were in
the West, 2 were in the Midwest, and 
1 was in the Northeast.

Since 1980 the number of sentenced  
inmates per 100,000 residents has
risen from 139 to 351.  During this pe-
riod, per capita incarceration rates rose
the most in the West (from 105 to 317)
and the South (from 188 to 381).  The
rate in the Northeast rose from 87 to
272, and the rate in the Midwest from
109 to 283.  The number of sentenced
Federal prisoners per 100,000 resi-
dents increased from 9 to 29 over 
the same period.

Prison populations in Southern
States grow the fastest

During 1993 the average growth in the
number of sentenced State and Fed-
eral prisoners was equal to a demand
for 1,215 additional bedspaces per
week, about 106 more than the aver-
age weekly growth in 1992 (table 3).  

Regionally, during 1993 the percent-
age increase in the number of sen-
tenced prisoners was highest in the
Southern States, a gain of 9.0%.  The
number of sentenced prisoners grew
by 8.0% in the West, 4.7% in the 

2   Prisoners in 1993

Table 2.  Prisoners under the jurisdiction of State or Federal correctional  
authorities, by region and jurisdiction, yearend 1992 and 1993

                        Total              Sentenced to more than 1 year          

Region and
jurisdiction

 Advance
 1993

  Final
  1992  

   Percent
   change,
   1992-93

   Advance
   1993

   Final  
   1992

  Percent
  change, 
  1992-93

Incarcer-
ation rate,
1993a

         U.S. total   948,881 883,656    7.4% 910,462 847,271      7.5%         351

   Federal     89,586 80,259 11.6% 74,398 65,706 13.2% 29
   State   859,295 803,397 7.0 836,064 781,565 7.0 322

Northeast   145,445 138,144 5.3% 139,956 133,658 4.7% 272
   Connecticut      13,691 11,403 20.1 10,508 8,794 19.5 321
   Maine       1,469 1,519 -3.3 1,446 1,492 -3.1 117
   Massachusetts     10,055 10,053   0.0 9,315 9,665 -3.6 155
   New Hampshire       1,775 1,777 -0.1 1,775 1,777 - .1 157
   New Jersey     23,831 22,653 5.2 23,689 22,653 4.6 299
   New York     64,569 61,736 4.6 64,569 61,736 4.6 354
   Pennsylvania 26,050 24,974 4.3 26,045 24,966 4.3 216
   Rhode Island 2,782 2,775  .3 1,716 1,710  .4 172
   Vermont 1,223 1,254 -2.5 893 865 3.2 154

Midwest 173,595 167,023 3.9% 173,363 166,658 4.0% 283
   Illinois 34,495 31,640 9.0 34,495 31,640 9.0 294
   Indiana 14,470 13,945 3.8 14,364 13,791 4.2 250
   Iowa 4,898 4,518 8.4 4,898 4,518 8.4 174
   Kansas 5,727 6,028 -5.0 5,727 6,028 -5.0 226
   Michigan 39,529 39,113 1.1 39,529 39,113 1.1 416
   Minnesota 4,415 3,822 15.5 4,415 3,822 15.5 97
   Missourib 16,178 16,189 -- 16,178 16,181 -- 308
   Nebraska 2,408 2,514 -4.2 2,360 2,435 -3.1 146
   North Dakota         498        477 4.4           446         428      4.2                70   
   Ohio    40,641   38,378 5.9      40,641    38,378      5.9              365
   South Dakota 1,553 1,487   4.4 1,553 1,487 4.4 216
   Wisconsin 8,783 8,912   -1.4 8,757 8,837 - .9 173

South 352,104 324,091 8.6% 343,451 315,167 9.0% 381
   Alabama 18,624 17,453 6.7 18,169 16,938 7.3 431
   Arkansas 8,628 8,285 4.1 8,567 8,195 4.5 351
   Delaware 4,237 4,051 4.6 2,796 2,708 3.2 397
   Dist. of Columbia 10,845 10,875 - .3 8,908 7,528 18.3 1,549
   Florida 53,048 48,302 9.8 53,041 48,285 9.8 385
   Georgia 27,783 25,290 9.9 27,079 24,848 9.0 387
   Kentucky 10,440 10,364  .7 10,440 10,364  .7 274
   Louisiana 22,532 20,896 7.8 21,499 20,812 3.3 499
   Maryland 20,264 19,977 1.4 19,121 18,808 1.7 383
   Mississippi 10,116 8,780 15.2 9,798 8,593 14.0 369
   North Carolina 21,889 20,454 7.0 21,358 19,965 7.0 305
   Oklahoma 16,409 14,821 10.7 16,409 14,821 10.7 506
   South Carolina 18,704 18,643  .3 17,896 17,612 1.6 489
   Tennessee 12,827 11,849 8.3 12,827 11,849 8.3 250
   Texasb 71,103 61,178 16.2 71,103 61,178 16.2 --
   Virginia 22,850 21,199 7.8 22,635 20,989 7.8 346
   West Virginia 1,805 1,674 7.8 1,805 1,674 7.8 99

West 188,151 174,139    8.0% 179,294 166,082 8.0% 317
   Alaska 3,068 2,865 7.1 1,954 1,944  .5 323
   Arizona 17,811 16,477 8.1 17,160 15,850 8.3 430
   California 119,951 109,496 9.5 115,573 105,467 9.6 368
   Colorado 9,462 8,997 5.2 9,462 8,997 5.2 262
   Hawaii 3,155 2,926 7.8 2,026 1,922 5.4 172
   Idahob 2,606 2,256 -- 2,606 2,256 -- 234
   Montana 1,454 1,498 -2.9 1,454 1,498 -2.9 171
   Nevada 6,198 6,049 2.5 6,198 6,049 2.5 438
   New Mexico 3,498 3,271 6.9 3,373 3,154 6.9 206
   Oregon 6,560 6,583 - .3 5,118 5,236 -2.3 167
   Utah 2,888 2,699 7.0 2,871 2,687 6.8 152
   Washington 10,419 9,959 4.6 10,419 9,959 4.6 196
   Wyoming 1,081     1,063   1.7        1,080      1,063       1.6         228

Note:  The advance count of prisoners is conducted im-
mediately after the calendar year ends.  Prisoner counts
for 1992 may differ from those reported in previous publi-
cations.  Counts for 1993 are subject to revision as up-
dated figures become available.

--Not applicable.
aThe number of prisoners with sentences of more
than 1 year per 100,000 resident population.
bSee Methodological notes, page 11.
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Table 3.  Changes in the number of sentenced prisoners under the jurisdiction of State or Federal  
correctional authorities, by region and jurisdiction, in 1 year, 5 years, and 10 years

  
 

  1992-93 1991-92      1988-93 1983-93

Region and    Population   Percent  Population      Percent Population      Percent Population       Percent
jurisdiction    difference   change  difference      change difference      change difference       change

        U.S. total 63,191  7.5% 57,661 7.3% 306,409 50.7% 490,905 117.0%

Federal 8,692 13.2% 9,010 15.9% 31,660 74.1% 48,067 182.5%
   State 54,499 7.0 48,651 6.6 274,749 48.9 442,838 112.6

Northeast 6,298 4.7% 5,948 4.7% 45,434 48.1% 78,010 125.9%
   Connecticut 1,714 19.5 209 2.4 5,785 122.5 6,931 193.8
   Maine (46) -3.1 (66) -4.2 232 19.1 585 67.9
   Massachusetts (350) -3.6 844 9.6 2,860 44.3 4,943 113.1
   New Hampshire (2) -0.1 244 15.9 756 74.2 1,296 270.6
   New Jerseya 1,036 4.6 (830) -3.5 6,753 39.9 -- --
   New York 2,833 4.6 3,874 6.7 20,009 44.9 34,059 111.6
   Pennsylvania 1,079 4.3 1,580 6.8 8,162 45.6 14,346 122.6
   Rhode Island 6  .4 (39) -2.2 537 45.5 838 95.4
   Vermont 28 3.2 132 18.0 340 61.5 515 136.2

Midwest 6,705 4.0% 10,387 6.6% 53,286 44.4% 92,062 113.2%
   Illinois 2,855 9.0 2,525 8.7 13,414 63.6 18,973 122.2
   Indiana 573 4.2 215 1.6 3,093 27.4 5,391 60.1
   Iowa 380 8.4 373 9.0 1,864 61.4 2,084 74.1
   Kansas (301) -5.0 125 2.1 (90) -1.5 2,022 54.6
   Michigan 416 1.1 2,690 7.4 11,917 43.2 25,019 172.4
   Minnesota 593 15.5 350 10.1 1,616 57.7 2,302 108.9
   Missourib -- -- 284 1.8 -- -- -- --
   Nebraska (75) -3.1 29 1.2 294 14.2 809 52.2
   North Dakota 18 4.2 (13) -2.9 32 7.7 96 27.4
   Ohio 2,263 5.9 2,634 7.4 14,179 53.6 22,634 125.7
   South Dakota 66 4.4 113 8.2 533 52.3 745 92.2
   Wisconsin (80) - .9 1,062 13.7 2,432 38.5 3,912 80.7

South 28,284 9.0% 22,485 7.7% 116,704 51.5% 163,408 90.8%
   Alabama 1,231 7.3 538 3.3 5,812 47.0 8,528 88.5
   Arkansas 372 4.5 473 6.1 3,048 55.2 4,321 101.8
   Delaware 88 3.2 235 9.5 589 26.7 1,217 77.1
   District of Columbia 1,380 18.3 422 5.9 2,280 34.4 5,443 157.1
   Florida 4,756 9.8 1,754 3.8 18,360 52.9 27,648 108.9
   Georgia 2,231 9.0 1,839 8.0 9,061 50.3 12,144 81.3
   Kentucky 76  .7 565 5.8 3,321 46.6 5,667 118.7
   Louisiana 687 3.3 809 4.0 5,257 32.4 8,687 67.8
   Maryland 313 1.7 984 5.5 5,549 40.9 7,142 59.6
   Mississippi 1,205 14.0 (89) -1.0 2,547 35.1 4,317 78.8
   North Carolina 1,393 7.0 1,693 9.3 5,107 31.4 7,101 49.8
   Oklahoma 1,588 10.7 1,481 11.1 5,961 57.1 8,929 119.4
   South Carolina 284 1.6 404 2.3 4,994 38.7 8,820 97.2
   Tennessee 978 8.3 375 3.3 5,095 65.9 4,626 56.4
   Texas 9,925 16.2 9,501 18.4 30,666 75.8 35,844 101.7
   Virginia 1,646 7.8 1,329 6.8 8,707 62.5 12,780 129.7
   West Virginia 131 7.8 172 11.5 350 24.1 194 12.0

West 13,212 8.0% 9,831 6.3% 59,325 49.5% 109,358 156.4%
   Alaska 10  .5 104 5.7 92 4.9 882 82.3
   Arizona 1,310 8.3 1,007 6.8 5,582 48.2 10,417 154.5
   California 10,106 9.6 6,952 7.1 41,793 56.6 77,548 203.9
   Colorado 465 5.2 605 7.2 3,376 55.5 6,007 173.9
   Hawaii 104 5.4 156 8.8 516 34.2 961 90.2
   Idahoc -- -- 113 5.3 -- -- -- --
   Montana (44) -2.9 20 1.4 182 14.3 553 61.4
   Nevada 149 2.5 226 3.9 1,317 27.0 3,010 94.4
   New Mexico 219 6.9 138 4.6 650 23.9 1,665 97.5
   Oregond (118) -2.3 -- -- -- -- -- --
   Utah 184 6.8 82 3.1 927 47.7 1,610 127.7
   Washington 460 4.6 803 8.8 4,603 79.1 3,761 56.5
   Wyoming 17 1.6 (36) -3.3 135 14.3 359 49.8

Note:  Sentenced prisoners are those with sentences 
of more than 1 year. 
( )Indicates a decline in the number of sentenced prisoners.
-- Not applicable.
aSince 1987 jurisdiction counts include prisoners held in local
jails because of prison crowding.

bCustody counts were reported for the first time 
in 1993.
cJurisdiction counts were reported for the first 
time in 1993.
dBefore 1992 only prisoners with a sentence 
of more than 1 year were reported.



Northeast, and 4.0% in the Midwest.
The sentenced Federal prison popula-
tion grew by 13.2%.  

In 19 States and the District of Colum-
bia, the percentage change in the
number of sentenced prisoners during
1993 was higher than that of 1992.
Among these jurisdictions, four had 
increases of at least 10%, led by Con-
necticut (19.5%), the District of Colum-
bia (18.3%), Minnesota (15.5%), and 
Mississippi (14.0%).

In the last 5 years, net gains in the
number of sentenced prisoners have
averaged about 1,178 prisoners per
week  a gain of about 1,056
State prisoners and 122 Federal pris-
oners per week over the period.  The
largest net gains have occurred in the
South (448 inmates per week), fol-
lowed by the West (228), the Midwest
(205), and the Northeast (175).  Texas
accounted for slightly over a quarter of
the 51.5% growth in the 16 Southern
States and the District of Columbia.
California accounted for over two-
thirds of the growth in the 13 Western
States.  

In 1993 the 10 States with the largest
prison populations held 53% of the to-
tal prison population nationwide 
California, Texas, and New York 
accounting for over 25% (table 4).
Texas had the highest incarceration
rate, with 553 sentenced prisoners 
per 100,000 residents.  

During 1993 Connecticut's prison num-
bers grew the fastest, increasing
20.1%.  Over the past 5 years the
State prison population of Washington
grew the fastest, increasing 79.1%. 

Female prisoner population 
grows at a faster pace

The number of female inmates
(55,365) increased at a faster rate 
during 1993 (9.6%) than the number 
of  male inmates (893,516 at 7.2%) 
(table 5).  The rate of incarceration 
for sentenced males (679 per 100,000
males in the resident population) was
nearly 18 times higher than that for
sentenced females (38 per 100,000 fe-
males in the resident population).  
At the end of 1993 women accounted
for 5.8% of all prisoners nationwide 
(table 6).

In 1993, 27 States, the District of 
Columbia, and the Federal system 
had more than 500 female inmates.
Among these jurisdictions, 9 had in-
creases of at least 10%, led by the
Texas increase of 61.4% (from 2,487
in 1992 to 4,015 in 1993).  The Federal
prison system's increase during 1993,
492 inmates, accounted for 10.1% of
the total prison increase of 4,872.
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Table 5.  Prisoners under the 
jurisdiction of State or Federal
correctional authorities, by sex 
of inmate, yearend 1992 and 1993   

     Men Women

Total
Advance 1993 893,516 55,365
Final 1992 833,163 50,493
Percent change, 1992-93 7.2% 9.6%

Sentenced to more
than 1 year
Advance 1993 859,400 51,062
Final 1992 799,620 47,651
Percent change, 1992-93 7.5% 7.2%
Incarceration rate, 1993* 679  38

*The number of prisoners with sentences 
of more than 1 year per 100,000 residents 
on December 31, 1993.

Table 4.  The prison situation among the States, yearend 1993

10 States with
the largest 1993
prison populations

10 States with
highest  incarcer-
 ation rates, 1993a

Prisoners 
per 100,000
residents

 10 States with the largest percent increases in prison population
Number of
inmates 1992-93

Percent    
 increase

 
1988-93

Percent 
increase

California    119,951 Texasb 553 Connecticut 20.1% Washington         79.1%      
Texas 71,103 Oklahoma 506 Texas 16.2 Texas         75.8
New York 64,569 Louisiana 499 Minnesota 15.5 New Hampshire         74.2
Florida 53,048 South Carolina 489 Mississippi 15.2 Connecticut         71.0
Ohio 40,641 Nevada 438 Oklahoma 10.7 Tennessee         65.9
Michigan 39,529 Alabama 431 Georgia 9.9 Illinois         63.6
Illinois 34,495 Arizona 430 Florida 9.8 Iowa         61.4
Georgia 27,783 Michigan 416 California 9.5 Virginia         61.1
Pennsylvania 26,050 Delaware 397 Illinois 9.0 Minnesota         57.7
New Jersey 23,831 Georgia 387 Iowa 8.4 California            57.5

Note:  The District of Columbia as a wholly urban jurisdiction is excluded.       b Includes 29,546 State prisoners backed up in local jails. 
aPrisoners with sentences of more than 1 year.                                           



Local jails held almost 51,000 
prisoners because of State 
prison crowding

At the end of 1993, 22 jurisdictions re-
ported a total of 50,966 State prisoners
held in local jails or other facilities be-
cause of crowding in State facilities
(table 7).  Texas accounted for almost
60% of the prisoners sentenced to
prison but incarcerated locally.  Five
States  Texas, Louisiana, Virginia,
New Jersey, and West Virginia  held
more than 10% of their prison popula-
tion locally.  Overall, 5.4% of the State
prisoners were confined in local jails on
December 31, 1993, because of prison
crowding. 

Prison capacity estimates
are difficult to compare

The extent of crowding in the Nation's
prisons is difficult to determine be-
cause of the absence of uniform meas-
ures for defining capacity.  The 52
reporting jurisdictions apply a wide  va-
riety of capacity measures to reflect
both available space to house inmates
and the ability to staff and operate an
institution.  To estimate the capacity
of the Nation's prisons, jurisdictions
were asked to supply three measures
for yearend 1993:  rated, operational,
and design capacities.  These meas-
ures were defined as follows:  

Rated capacity is the number of beds
or inmates assigned by a rating official
to institutions within the jurisdiction.  

Operational capacity is the number 
of  inmates that can be accommo-
dated based on a facility's staff, 
existing programs, and services.

Design capacity is the number of 
inmates that planners or architects 
intended for the facility.
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Table 6.  Women under the jurisdiction of State or Federal  
correctional authorities, yearend 1993

Jurisdiction

Number 
of female
inmates

Percent 
of all
inmates 

Percent change
in female in- 
mate popula-
tion, 1992-93

Incarceration
rate, 1993a

      U.S. total 55,365 5.8% 9.6% 38

   Federal 6,891 7.7% 7.7% 4
   State 48,474 5.6 9.9 34

States with at least 
500 female inmates:
   California 7,580 6.3% 12.3% 43
   Texasb 4,015 5.6 61.4 --
   New York 3,528 5.5  .8 37
   Florida 2,696 5.1 3.7 38
   Ohio 2,584 6.4 6.8 45
   Michigan 1,801 4.6 -2.2 37
   Georgia 1,760 6.3 21.0 47
   Illinois 1,688 4.9 15.9 28
   Oklahoma 1,582 9.6 13.0 95

   Virginia 1,219 5.3% 4.8% 36
   Pennsylvania 1,194 4.6 8.0 19
   New Jersey 1,134 4.8 3.6 28
   Alabama 1,131 6.1 2.7 50
   North Carolina 1,119 5.1 17.8 30
   Louisiana 1,119 5.0 9.5 47
   South Carolina 1,105 5.9 -2.0 52
   Arizona 1,037 5.8 3.6 49
   Connecticut 994 7.3 40.0 38

   Maryland 976 4.8%           2.3% 33
   Missouri 920 5.7 -- 34
   Indiana 778 5.4 5.4 26
   District of Columbia 687 6.3 -4.6 119
   Washington 666 6.4 7.8 25
   Massachusetts 622 6.2 10.3 12
   Mississippi 589 5.8 16.6 39
   Kentucky 545 5.2 0.0 28
   Colorado 542 5.7 2.8 30
   Tennessee 521 4.1 -1.3 20

--Not applicable.
aThe number of female prisoners with sentences of more than 1 year 
per 100,000 female residents on December 31, 1993. 
bExcludes 3,363 local jail backups.  

Table 7.  State prisoners held in local jails 
because of prison crowding, by State, 
yearend 1992 and 1993

Prisoners held in local jails
States housing 
prisoners 
in local jails

Number
As a percent 
of all prisoners  

 1993 1992 1993 1992

    U.S. total   50,966 38,006 5.4% 4.3%

Alabama 1,204 966 6.5% 5.5%
Arizona* 157 95     .9        .6
Arkansas 667 496 7.7 6.0
Colorado 252 537 2.7 6.0
District of Columbia         160   310    1.5      2.9
Idaho* 203 192 7.2 7.8
Indiana 1,005 779 6.9 5.6
Kentucky 396 574 3.8 5.5

Louisiana 6,390 4,621 28.4% 22.1%
Massachusetts* 871 957 8.0 8.7
Minnesota 134         0 3.0 --
Mississippi 0 958 -- 10.9
New Jersey 3,594 2,986 15.1 13.2
North Carolina 105 0  .5 --
Oklahoma* 380 471 2.3 3.1
South Carolina 416 420 2.2 2.3

Tennessee 1,178 1,120 9.2% 9.5%
Texas* 29,546 19,815 29.4 24.5
Utah 122 108 4.2 4.0
Vermont 4 18  .3 1.4
Virginia 3,610 1,983 15.8 9.4
West Virginia* 262 381 12.7 18.5
Wisconsin 310 219 3.5 2.5

*For States not including jail backups in their jurisdiction
counts, the percentage of jurisdiction population was cal-
culated using the total number of State inmates in jail or prison.
--Not calculable.



Of the 52 reporting jurisdictions, 35
supplied rated capacities, 42 provided
operational capacities, and 34 submit-
ted design capacities (table 8).  As a
result, estimates of total capacity and
measures of the relationship to popula-
tion are based on the highest and low-
est capacity figures provided.
(Twenty-five jurisdictions reported 1
capacity measure or gave the same
figure for each capacity measure they
reported.)                                             
                                                            
Most jurisdictions are operating
above capacity                                   
                                                            
Prison generally require reserve ca-
pacity to operate efficiently.  Dormito-
ries and cells need to be maintained
and repaired periodically, special hous-
ing is needed for protective custody
and disciplinary cases, and space may
be needed to cope with emergencies.
At the end of 1993, 13 States reported
they were operating at or below 99% of
their highest capacity.  Forty-two juris-
dictions and the Federal prison system
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Table 8.  Reported Federal and State prison capacities, yearend 1993

       Populationa as   
       a percent of

Region and
jurisdiction

    Rated  
    capacity  

Operational
capacity     

  Design  
  capacity 

Highest   
capacity  

Lowest
capacity   

   Federalb 59,849 . . . . . . 136% 136% 

Northeast
   Connecticut 12,133 13,347 . . . 103% 113%
   Maine 1,353 1,353 1,353 109 109
   Massachusetts . . . . . . 6,902 146 146
   New Hampshire 1,358 1,576 1,162 113 153
   New Jersey . . . . . . 15,032 135 135
   New York 61,761 58,675 50,339 105 128
   Pennsylvania . . . . . . 18,844 138 138
   Rhode Island 3,070 3,070 3,070 91 91
   Vermontc 947 947 947 96 96

Midwest
   Illinois 26,369 26,369 22,625 131% 152%
   Indiana 12,255 14,289 . . . 94 110
   Iowa 3,265 3,265 3,265 150 150
   Kansas 6,600 . . . . . . 87 87
   Michigan 27,548 . . . . . . 143 143
   Minnesota 3,845 3,845 3,845 111 111
   Missouri 15,911 15,832 . . . 102 102
   Nebraska . . . . . . 2,013 120 120
   North Dakota . . . 596 596 84 84
   Ohio . . . . . . 22,521 180 180
   South Dakota 1,477 1,418 1,477 105 110
   Wisconsin 6,550 6,550 6,550 129 129

South
   Alabama 15,979 15,979 15,979 124% 124%
   Arkansas . . . 8,014 . . . 99 99
   Delaware . . . 4,206 3,192 101 133
   District of Columbia 10,330 10,330 8,746 105 124
   Florida 54,041 53,501 41,030 98 129
   Georgia . . . . . . 100 100
   Kentucky 9,560 9,383 . . . 105 107
   Louisiana 17,131 17,131 17,131 94 94
   Maryland . . . 20,279 13,361 100 152
   Mississippi . . . 8,746 9,206 110 116
   North Carolina 17,913 21,400 . . . 102 122
   Oklahoma 9,775 13,363 . . . 123 168
   South Carolina 16,221 16,221 12,527 113 146
   Tennessee 11,967 11,720 . . . 97 99
   Texas 72,854 72,854 . . . 98 98
   Virginia 15,359 15,359 15,359 125 125
   West Virginia 1,800 1,805 1,800 100 100

West
   Alaska 2,523 2,602 . . . 118% 122%
   Arizona . . . 16,089 . . . 111 111
   California . . . . . . 63,293 190 190
   Colorado . . . 7,880 6,612 117 139
   Hawaii . . . 2,627 1,672 120 189
   Idaho 1,929 2,177 . . . 120 135
   Montana . . . 1,260 850 115 171
   Nevada 6,440 . . . 5,278 96 117
   New Mexico 3,561 3,561 3,575 98 98
   Oregon . . . 6,517 . . . 101 101
   Utah 3,234 3,079 . . . 86 90
   Washingtond 6,894 9,117 9,117 104 134
   Wyoming 977 977 977 111 111

...Data not available.
aExcludes inmates who had been sentenced to State prison but  were held in local jails
because of crowding and were included in the total prisoner count
bExcludes prisoners housed in contract or other non-Federal facilities.
cExcludes 298 prisoners on long-term furlough and 4 housed in lockups. Includes an
unknown number of inmates in county and municipal lockups.
dExcludes 901 inmates in work release and pre-release facilities.

Table 9.  Population as a percent
of reported capacity for State
prisons, 1988-93

State
prisons

Highest capacity 709,110
Lowest capacity 649,445

Net change in 
capacity, 1992-93
Highest 41,810
Lowest 48,093

Population as a per-
cent of capacity*
Highest

1988 107%
1989 107
1990 115
1991 116
1992 118
1993 118

Lowest
1988 123%
1989 127
1990 127
1991 131
1992 131
1993 129

Note:  States were asked to report their
rated, operational, and design capacities.
Tabulations reflect the highest and lowest 
of the 3 capacities reported from 1988 to
1993.
*Excludes inmates sentenced to State prison
but held in local jails because of crowding.



reported operating at 100% or more 
of their lowest capacity.  At the end 
of 1993, the Federal system was esti-
mated to be operating at 36% over

capacity.  State prisons were esti-
mated to be operating at 118% of their
highest capacities and 129% of their
lowest capacities (table 9)

Rise in prison population linked 
to changes in prison admissions

Underlying the dramatic growth in 
the State prison population during the
1980's were changes in the composi-
tion of prison admissions.  Since 1977
the relative sizes of the two principal
sources of admissions to prison 
court commitments and returned con-
ditional release violators  have
changed.  Court commitments account
for a decreasing share of all prison    
admissions:  69.5% in 1992, down
from 82.4% in 1980 (table 10).  As a
percentage of all admissions, those    
returning to prison after a conditional
release increased from 17.0% to
29.5%.  These conditional release    
violators had originally left prison as
parolees, mandatory releases, and
other types of releases involving          
community supervision.

The absolute number of conditional re-
lease violators returned to prison grew
5-fold, from 27,177 in 1980 to 141,961
in 1992, while the number of new court
commitments more than doubled, from
131,215 to 334,301.  Overall, the in-
crease in the number of conditional 
release violators accounted for more
than a third of the growth in the total
admissions to State prisons.  

An increasing percentage of court
commitments sentenced for drug
offenses

In 1992, the latest year for which data
are available, the number of new court
commitments for drug offenses totaled
an estimated 102,000 (figure 1).  The
number of persons admitted for drug
offenses was nearly as large as the  
number admitted for property offenses
(104,300) and larger than the number
for violent offenses (95,300) and
public-order offenses (29,400).  An 
estimated 30.5% of all new court com-
mitments in 1992 were drug offenders,
up from 6.8% in 1980 (figure 2).  In
1992 an estimated 31.2% were prop-
erty offenders; 28.5%, violent offend-
ers; and 8.8%, public-order offenders.
The increase in drug offenders admit-
ted to prison accounted for nearly 46%
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Table 10.  Admissions to State prisons,
 by type of admission, 1980-92 

             Percent of all admissions

Year       

 
 
       Alla  

New court
commitments

Probation/
parole
violators Otherb  

1980 159,286 82.4% 17.0%   .6%
 1981 187,113 79.7   18.2 2.1   
1982 203,269 81.0   18.0 1.0   
1983 221,180 78.3   19.4 2.2   
 1984 218,280 76.5   22.7  .8   

1985 240,598 76.1% 23.4%    .5%
1986 273,402 74.4   25.2   .5   
1987 307,519 73.4   26.2  .4   
1988 347,028 70.7   28.4  .9   
1989 423,897 70.3   28.4 1.3   

1990 460,739 70.1% 29.1%  .8%
1991 466,285 68.0   30.5 1.5   
1992 480,676 69.5   29.5  .9   

Note:  Detail may not add to 100% because of rounding.
aExcludes escapees and AWOL's returned and transfers 
from other jurisdictions.
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of the total growth in new court com-
mitments since 1980.

The growth in the number of persons
arrested for drug law violations and the
increase in the rate of incarceration for
drug offenses account for the change
in the prison offense distribution.  Be-
tween 1980 and 1992, the estimated
number of adult arrests for drug law
violations increased by 108%, from
471,200 to 980,700 (table 11).  Com-
pounding the impact of more drug ar-
rests, the rate of drug offenders sent 

to State prison rose from 19 per 1,000
adult arrests for drug violations in 1980
to 104 admissions per 1,000 in 1992. 

An increasing number of arrests
and a rise in the probability 
of incarceration for serious crime

Growth in the prison population was
not solely the result of more commit-
ments of drug offenders.  Between
1980 and 1992 the number of persons
admitted to prison for the selected seri-
ous offenses of sexual assault, rob-

bery, aggravated assault, and burglary
also rose by nearly 50,000.  

The total number of arrests for serious
crimes rose during this period by 34%,
from 666,500 to 892,000, while the 
ratio of prison admissions to adult 
arrests for these crimes increased
from 128 commitments per 1,000 
arrests to 148 (table 12).  Although 
the prison commitment ratio was
higher in 1992 than in 1980, it changed
from year to year:  increasing from
1980 to 1983, fluctuating between
1984 and 1988, and then generally 
increasing after 1988.
 
Although more persons were admitted
to prison for sexual assault, robbery,
aggravated assault, and burglary, 
increases in the number arrested for
aggravated assault and in the probabil-
ity of incarceration for burglary 
accounted for much of the total.  

The growth in the number of arrests 
for aggravated assault accounted for
more than three-quarters of the total 
increase in arrests for serious crimes.  
In 1992 an estimated 432,900 adults
were arrested for aggravated assault,
up from 236,600 in 1980.  The prob-
ability of going to prison given arrest
for aggravated assault went from 45 
admissions per 1,000 arrests to 58.
When combined with this increased
probability, the larger number of 
arrests for aggravated assault by 1992
accounted for nearly a third of the total
increase in prison admissions for 
serious offenses.
 
A rise in the prison-admissions-to-
arrest ratio for burglary accounted 
for an additional 30% of the total 
increase in prison admissions for seri-
ous offenses.  While the annual num-
ber of adults arrested for burglary
dropped by 3,300 between 1980 and
1992, the number of admissions to
prison per 1,000 arrests increased
from 107 to 159.  At least 14,000 
more admissions to prison for burglary
occurred in 1992 than in 1980 because
of the higher rate of imprisonment.  
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Table 11.  Estimated number of adult arrests for selected serious 
and drug offenses, 1980-92

 
Number of adult arrests for selected serious

Number of 
adult arrests
 for drug
 offenses

  
  Year      All Murder* Rape Robbery

Aggravated
assault Burglary

  1980 666,500 18,200 26,700 102,200 236,600 282,800    471,200     
  1981 697,800 19,600 27,000 109,800 243,700 297,700 468,100
  1982 754,700 19,900 28,700 116,000 271,800 318,300 584,900
  1983 709,600 18,800 29,100 107,800 260,300 293,600 583,500
  1984 679,100 16,500 31,000 103,200 260,400 268,000 623,700

  1985 689,300 16,800 31,900 102,600 263,300 274,700 718,600
  1986 757,500 17,500 31,400 113,000 306,800 288,800 742,700
  1987 749,600 17,400 30,600 107,200 307,300 287,100 849,600
  1988 840,600 19,500 33,000 116,500 363,600 308,000 1,050,500
  1989 897,400 19,600 33,100 127,100 398,200 319,400 1,247,700

  1990 881,300 19,800 33,300 127,300 410,800 290,100 1,008,300
  1991 886,500 20,700 33,800 129,300 412,200 290,500 931,900
  1992 892,000 19,200 32,800 127,600 432,900 279,500 980,700

 *Includes nonnegligent manslaughter. Source:  FBI, Crime in the United States, 1980-92.

Table 12.  Court commitments to State prisons, relative to adult arrests  
for selected serious and drug offenses, 1980-92

                       Number of court commitments per 1,000 arrests for   
                                  Selected serious offenses

 
Drug 
offenses  Year       Alla Murderb Robbery

Aggravated 
assault Burglary

  1980 128 621 245 45 107 19
  1981 133 388 257 42 136 25
  1982 134 573 239 44 135 22
  1983 144 468 237 47 154 27
  1984 134 364 257 44 138 30

  1985 141 488 238 47 141 34
  1986 136 497 225 44 143 45
  1987 143 517 238 48 145 54
  1988 130 441 225 45 139 59
  1989 134 454 234 48 146 73

  1990  143    460 233 56 160 103
  1991        142    459 247 58 147 102
 1992    148 521 262 58 159 104

Note:  The ratio is the estimated number of new court commitments to
State prison per 1,000 estimated adult arrests for each offense category.    
The number of arrests was estimated from Crime in the United States, 
(FBI, 1980-92).
aIncludes rape and sexual assault. 



Rise in prison population greatest
among black males

The number of prisoners with sen-
tences of more than a year rose over
530,000 between 1980 and 1992 (table
13).  The number of white males grew
143%, the number of black males
186%, the number of white females
275%, and the number of black fe-
males 278%.  The growth in the num-
ber of black male prisoners (261,100)
accounted for nearly half of the total
increase during the 12-year period.

While the numbers of white and black
female prisoners grew at a faster pace,
their increases represented a small
portion (6%) of the overall growth.  
At yearend 1992, 47.4% of sentenced
State and Federal prisoners were
black males; 45.8% were white males;
2.8% black females; and 2.6% white
females.

Relative to the number of residents 
in the U.S. population, the number 
of sentenced persons incarcerated in
State and Federal prisons rose from

139 per 100,000 residents to 344  
an increase of nearly 150% during 
the 12-year period (table 14).  Among
black males the incarceration rate rose
141%; among white males, 121%.  In
1992 the incarceration rate of black
males was 2,678 per 100,000 black
residents, more than 7 times the rate
of white males (372 per 100,000).  The
female incarceration rates, although
substantially smaller than the male
rates, were also 7 times larger for 

Blacks than whites for whites.  The in-
careceration rate among blacks fe-
males was 143 per 100,000, compared
to 20 among white females.

In 1991, the latest year for which age-
related data are available, black males
age 25 to 29 had the highest incar-
ceration rate (6,301 per 100,000),
which was more than 6 times the 
rate among white males (table 15). 
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Table 13.  Number of sentenced prisoners in State 
or Federal prisons, by sex and race, 1980-92

Number of sentenced prisoners
                Male Female

Year All* White Black White Black

1980 315,974 159,500 140,600 5,900 6,300
1981 353,673 178,200 156,100 6,900 7,200
1982 395,516 199,400 174,900 8,000 8,200
1983 419,346 210,700 185,900 8,700 8,500
1984 443,398 223,500 194,600 9,500 9,400
1985 480,568 242,700 210,500 10,800 10,200
1986 522,084 258,900 232,000 12,400 11,800
1987 560,812 277,200 249,700 13,700 12,600
1988 603,732 292,200 274,300 15,500 14,200
1989 680,907 322,100 313,700 18,400 18,300
1990 739,980 346,700 344,300 20,000 20,100
1991 789,610 363,600 372,200 20,900 22,200
1992 847,271 388,000 401,700 22,100 23,800

Note:  Sentenced prisoners are those with a sentence of more than 
1 year.   The numbers for sex aNnd race were estimated and rounded 
to the nearest 100.  For men and women, the total number of sentenced
prisoners was multiplied by the proportion of black or white of the total 
population in each group.  The reported racial distribution was used to 
estimate unreported data.
*Includes sentenced prisoners of other races.
Sources:  Prisoners, 1980-84, BJS reports; Correctional Populations 
in the United States, 1985-91, BJS reports; National Prisoner 
Statistics-1, 1992.

Table 14.  Estimated incarceration rates 
of sentenced prisoners in State or Federal
prisons, by sex and race, 1980-92   

Number of sentenced prisoners
per 100,000 residents               
         Male       Female

Year All*  White   Black White  Black

1980 139 168   1,111  6 45
1981 153 186   1,217   7 50
1982 170 206   1,345 8 57
1983 179 217   1,412 9 58
1984 187 228   1,459 9 63
1985 200 246   1,559 10 68
1986 216 261   1,695 12 77
1987 228 277   1,800 13 82
1988 244 290   1,951 15 91
1989 271 317   2,200 17 115
1990 292 339   2,376 19 125
1991 310 352   2,523 19 135
1992 344 372 2,678 20 143

Note:  Sentenced prisoners are those with a sentence 
of more than 1 year.  Rates by sex and race are based on
estimates of the U.S. resident population on July 1 
of each year.  
*Includes sentenced prisoners of other races.  Rates are
based on the U.S. resident population on December 31 
of each year. 
Sources:  Prisoners, 1980-84, BJS reports; Correctional
Populations in the United States, 1985-91, BJS reports;
Current Population Reports, P25-1095, U.S. Bureau of
the Census.

Table 15.  Estimated number of sentenced adult males in State prisons 
and incarceration rates, by race and age, 1980 and 1991

1980 1991
     White male     Black male      White male     Black male

Age Number Rate* Number Rate* Number Rate* Number    Rate*

18-19   8,500 230   8,300 1,402   7,800 264 13,600 2,246
20-24 42,600 467 39,100 2,967 59,100 738 62,500 4,775
25-29 34,400 408 39,300 3,557 80,300 932 82,600 6,301
30-34 21,000 275 22,200 2,494 70,700 763 72,000 5,577
35-39 14,200 234 10,100 1,503 47,200 548 46,000 4,021
40 or older 19,600 59 14,600 441 74,600 191 47,800 1,191
Note:  The numbers of white and black male prisoners were estimated by multiplying 
the total number of sentenced prisoners by the proportion of all prisoners in each 
age, race, and sex category. 
*The number of State prisoners per 100,000 U.S. residents in each age group 
on July 1 of each year.
Sources:  Survey of Inmates in State Adult Correctional Facilities, 1979 and 1991; 
Current Population Reports, P25-1095, U.S. Bureau of the Census.



In every age group the incarceration
rate of black males varied between 
6 and 9 times that of white males.

For each age group  the incarceration
rates of white and black males rose

between 1980 and 1991.   Males age
25 to 29 experienced the  largest in-
creases   among white males the 
rate rose from 408 per 100,000 resi-
dents to 932 , and among black males,
from 3,557 to 6,301.  Among males

 age 30 or older, the incarceration
rates of blacks and whites more than
doubled. 
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Appendix table 1.  New court commitments to State prisons, 
by the most serious offense, 1980-92

Percent admitted to State prison
Most serious offense 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992

Violent offenses 48.2% 38.5% 39.0% 36.8% 36.4% 35.1% 33.5% 31.7% 29.9% 27.6% 27.0% 28.9% 28.5%

Murder* 8.6 5.1 6.9 5.1 3.6 4.5 4.3 4.0 3.5 3.0 2.8 3.0 3.0
Sexual assault 6.3 4.3 4.3 6.0 6.0 7.4 6.9 7.0 6.2 5.5 5.6 5.6 5.7
Robbery    19.1 18.9 16.8 14.7 15.9 13.3 12.5 11.3 10.7 10.0 9.2 10.1 10.0
Aggravated assault 8.1 6.9 7.2 7.1 6.9 6.8 6.7 6.6 6.7 6.4 7.1 7.6 7.5

Property offenses 41.1 48.0 47.4 47.4 44.0 42.4 41.0 39.6 37.1 33.5 31.7 31.1 31.2
Burglary 23.0 27.2 26.1 26.1 22.2 21.2 20.3 18.5 17.5  15.6 14.4 13.5 13.3

Drug offenses 6.8 7.7 7.7 9.0 11.2 13.2 16.3 20.4 25.1 30.5 32.1 30.0 30.5
Public-order offenses 4.0 4.5 5.1 5.7 6.3 7.9 7.8 7.0 6.9 7.3 8.1 8.9 8.8

Other offenses     . . . 1.3 1.0 1.1 2.1 1.4 1.4 1.6 1.0 1.0 1.1 1.1 1.1

. . .Data not available.
*Includes nonnegligent manslaughter.  The number of nonnegligent manslaughters 
was estimated for 1980-84.
Sources:  National Prisoner Statistics and National Corrections Reporting Program.

Appendix table 2.  Estimated number of new court commitments to State
prisons, by selected serious offenses and drug offenses, 1980-92

               Admissions to State prison directly from court for                                    

                             Selected serious offenses

Year All offensesa Murderb
Sexual
assault Robbery

Aggravated
assault        Burglary

 Drug      
offenses

1980 131,215 11,300   8,300 25,000 10,600 30,200   8,900
1981 149,186 7,600   6,400 28,200 10,300 40,600 11,500
1982 164,648 11,400   7,100 27,700 11,900 43,000 12,700
1983 173,289 8,800 10,400 25,500 12,300 45,200 15,600
1984 166,927 6,000 10,000 26,500 11,500 37,100 18,700

1985 183,131 8,200 13,600 24,400 12,500 38,800 24,200
1986 203,315 8,700 14,000 25,400 13,600 41,300 33,100
1987 225,627 9,000 15,800 25,500 14,900 41,700 46,000
1988 245,310 8,600 15,200 26,200 16,400 42,900 61,600
1989 297,827 8,900 16,400 29,800 19,100 46,500 90,800

1990 323,069 9,100 18,100 29,700 22,800 46,500 103,800
1991 317,237 9,500 17,800 32,000 24,100 42,800   95,200
1992     334,301 10,000 19,100 33,400 25,100 44,500 102,000

Note:  For each year the number of new court  commitments selected serious offenses as
estimated by multiplying the percentage distribution of offenses in States reporting  the
most serious offense (appendix table 1) by the total number of new court commitments
to State prison nationwide.
aRepresents the total number of new court commitments to State prison nationwide.
bIncludes nonnegligent manslaughter.  The number of nonnegligent manslaughters
 was estimated for 1980-84.



Methodological notes

This Bulletin is based on an advance count
of prisoners conducted for the National
Prisoner Statistics (NPS) program immedi-
ately after the end of each calendar year.
A detailed, final count containing any revi-
sions to the jurisdictions' advance count
will be published later. 

Federal.  Population counts for "Unsen-
tenced inmates" include an undetermined
number of persons who come under the
jurisdiction of the U.S. Immigration and
Naturalization Service.  The rated capacity
of Federal facilities on December 31, 1993,
59,849 inmates, did not include 8,177 con-
tract bedspaces.

Alabama.  The capacity of the community
programs is not included in the capacity
figures reported.

Alaska.  Prisons and jails form one inte-
grated system.  All NPS data include
prison and jail populations.

Arizona.  Population counts are based on
custody data.  Counts exclude 157 male
inmates housed in local jails because of
overcrowding.

Arkansas.  Population counts for "Inmates
with over 1 year maximum sentence"
include 592 males and 16 females 
whose sentence is unknown.

California.  Population counts are based
on custody data.

Colorado.  Population counts for "Inmates
with over 1 year maximum sentence"
include an undetermined number of 
"Inmates with a maximum sentence 
of 1 year or less."

Connecticut.  Prisons and jails form one
integrated system.  All NPS data include
prison and jail populations.

Delaware.  Prisons and jails form one inte-
grated system.  All NPS data include
prison and jail populations.  Population
counts are based on custody data.

District of Columbia.  Prisons and jails
form one integrated system.  All NPS data
include prison and jail populations.

Florida.  Population counts are based on
custody data.

Georgia.  Population counts are based 
on custody data.  Population counts
exclude an undetermined number of
inmates housed awaiting pickup.

Hawaii.   Prisons and jails form one inte-
grated system.  All NPS data include
prison and jail populations.

Idaho.  Population counts are based 
on  jurisdictional data for the first time.  
All data reported in the past were custody
counts.

Illinois.  Population counts are based 
on custody data.  Population counts for
"Inmates with over 1 year maximum sen-
tence" include an undetermined number 
of "Inmates with a maximum sentence 
of 1 year."

Iowa.  Population counts are based 
on custody data.

Maryland.  Population counts exclude an
undetermined number of State inmates  
housed in the Baltimore County jail.  Popu-
lation counts by sentence length are esti-
mated.

Massachusetts.  Population counts are
based on custody data for January 1,
1994.  Population counts exclude 871
inmates housed in local jails because
of overcrowding.  Counts by sex are
estimated. 

Michigan.  Population counts are based
on custody data.  Capacity figures exclude
the capacities of the Community Residen-
tial Program.

Mississippi.  Population counts for "In-
mates with over 1 year maximum sen-
tence" include an undetermined number 
of "Inmates with a sentence of 1 year."

Missouri.  Population counts are based 
on custody data.  Missouri reported juris-
diction counts through June 30, 1993, but
custody counts for December 31, 1993.

New Jersey.  The capacity figures include
808 bedspaces in county facilities.  

North Carolina.  Population counts for
sentence length are estimated.  Population
counts exclude inmates housed in county
jails for whom the State government has
parole authority but who are not under the
jurisdiction of the North Carolina Division 
of Prisons.

Ohio.  Population counts for "Inmates with
over 1 year maximum sentence" include
an undetermined number of "Inmates with
a sentence of 1 year or less."

Oklahoma.  Population counts for "In-
mates with over 1 year maximum
sentence" include an undetermined 
number  of "Inmates with a sentence of
1 year."  Population counts exclude 332
male and 48 female inmates housed in 
local jails  because of crowding.

Oregon.   Population counts for "Inmates
with a maximum sentence of 1 year or
less" include an undetermined number 
of persons whose sentence information
is unknown.

Rhode Island.  Prisons and jails form one
integrated system.  All NPS data include
prison and jail populations.  Inmates given
partially suspended sentences (part served
in prison, part under probation) are in-
cluded with the "Inmates with over 1 year
maximum sentence" only if the prison por-
tion of the sentence exceeds one year.  
As a result, the "Inmates with over 1 year
maximum sentence" population is under-
stated, and the "Inmates with a year or
less maximum sentence" population is
overstated.

Tennessee.  Population counts for 
"Inmates with over 1 year maximum
sentence" include an undetermined num-
ber of "Inmates with a sentence of 1 year
or less."  Population counts include 1,077
male and 101 female inmates housed in
local jails because of crowding.  Population
counts exclude an undetermined number
of felons sentenced to serve time in local
jails but housed at State expense.

Texas.  Population counts are based on
custody data.  Population counts exclude
29,546 inmates backed up in local jails
awaiting transport.

Vermont.  Prisons and jails form an 
almost completely integrated system; 
however, some county and municipal
authorities operate local lockups.  NPS
data include inmates held in local lockups.
Population counts include 298 persons
(278 males, 20 females) on long-term 
furlough.  The capacity figures exclude 
4 male inmates housed in local lockups
and 298 inmates on long-term furlough.

 Prisoners in 1993   11



Washington.  Capacities exclude State
work release and pre-release facilities that
house inmates, parolees, probationers,
and offenders serving partial confinement
sentences.  On December 31, 1993, these
facilities housed 746 male inmates and
155 female inmates.

West Virginia.  Population counts exclude
241 male and 21 female inmates housed
in local jails because of crowding.

Wisconsin.  Population counts for "In-
mates with over 1 year maximum sen-
tence" include 333 persons whose
sentence information is not available. 

Wyoming.  The operational capacity figure
for 1993 includes 150 bedspaces in com-
munity centers.
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