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 Abstract

The Chula Vista Police Department is currently undertaking a detailed and systematic analysis of the auto crime in public parking lots. This is a very sophisticated and high-level analytical effort being undertaken with technical assistance from Rana Sampson, a nationally recognized expert in problem-oriented policing and crime analysis. 

During this presentation, we will share our methods for conducting a rigorous geographic analysis of our auto-related crime problems, lessons learned in Chula Vista and best practices compiled from a U.S. Department of Justice guidebook on this topic. We will also share the challenges and obstacles we have overcome during the course of this analysis and the implications for future research.

Key points include:

· Selecting a geographic focus. Prior research indicates the best approach is to focus on the areas that account for a relatively large number of thefts but are managed by a very small number of individuals.
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· Key existing data that should be mapped. Victim addresses, and regional recovery and clearance rates, among other data, are essential to understanding the nature of the problem.
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· Special issues related to border jurisdictions. Plate readers, drive time to the border and other important factors that affect the ease of auto theft.
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· Primary data sources and analysis techniques. Environmental features, lot management practices are thought to be critical aspects of auto theft risk.


Chula Vista Shopping Center


59 Auto Thefts in 2001








